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CONUNDRUM, ZIMBABWE’S DREAM Russian leader Vladimir Putin rubbished
reports of his inopportune visit to Zimbabwe last week. The Kremlin’s claim was that
Russia was not in a hurry to unfurl its “staunching balm” in a politically turbulent
Zimbabwe; still, the message was clear. The potential that Russia has to be a positive
force in Zimbabwe’s economic and political transition is being wasted. Putin had been
misconstrued in the public eye as supporting Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe,
when he had in fact, been frank in his telling the press that he had not met him in
person during his state visit. In his broad hint that it is time for the economy to
recalibrate, the Russian President made perfectly clear that if Zimbabwe and Russia
are to engage in any form of trade or cooperation, then the Russian economy must
make peace with the results of the World Bank’s Economic Freedom Index. It was the
most potent wake-up call to Mugabe’s regime that his country had been consigned to
the dark list of nations, rated as one of the least economically productive in the world.
“Russia, at this point of time, will only get back what the State does to the Russian
economy,” Putin told reporters. “This process will take time, but we can only earn back
what is lost by our partners.” His message was clear: Russia will not engage in
Zimbabwe unless it is worth its while.
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