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ENOUGH TO BE A #1 MALE SITE...N-containing metal alkoxides can be used as catalysts, more
specifically as silica sources in the production of highly active catalyst supports, such as silica-
alumina, or can be used in the production of solid polymer electrolytes. The polyhydroxy-containing
metal alkoxides can be used as the source for the production of ceramics, more specifically for the
production of catalysts, glass fibers, or solid polymer electrolytes. The polyhydroxy-containing metal
alkoxides can be used as the source for the production of ceramics, more specifically for the
production of catalysts, for the production of glazes, glass fibers, or solid polymer electrolytes. The
alkoxy groups of the polyhydroxy-containing metal alkoxides can be neutralized, meaning that at
least one of the hydroxy groups of the polyhydroxy-containing metal alkoxides can be replaced by an
acidic functional group, especially carboxyl groups, or sulfonic acid groups. The alkoxy groups of the
polyhydroxy-containing metal alkoxides can also be protonated, meaning that at least one of the
hydroxy groups of the polyhydroxy-containing metal alkoxides is converted to a hydrogen ion. In a
preferred embodiment, the polyhydroxy-containing metal alkoxides are protonated with a base. In
this context, the term xe2x80x9cprotonating basexe2x80x9d refers to the compounds that are
capable of converting at least one of the hydroxy groups of the polyhydroxy-containing metal
alkoxides into a hydrogen ion. More preferably, the protonating base is a mineral acid or
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