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The definition of "disabled individual'' includes not only those with
physical impairments that may prevent an individual from doing
their usual form of work, but also those with intellectual and mental
impairments. The statute, however, makes no mention of a
particular impairment that would qualify an individual for paratransit
service. The Department's regulatory analysis has considered a
number of specific impairments, including intellectual, sensory, and
speech impairments and mental impairments. It has concluded that
the definition of a "disabled individual'' under the Act is broad
enough to include most of the possible impairments that might
present a barrier to employment. However, additional regulations
that will be addressed in section B to provide further detailed
guidance to State planning offices and contractors on the
implementation of this rule may make more specific reference to
particular impairments that could in some cases be covered under
the statute. In particular, we expect to discuss the applicability of
the rule to different types of impairments in an amendment to be
published in the Federal Register. Any authority granted to a public
entity to establish, maintain, or operate a service must be in
accordance with the requirements of the ADA. All public entities that
contract with providers of paratransit services shall follow the
procedures set forth in this rule, particularly the open competition
requirement. The Department believes that a public entity that is
providing paratransit service must be as inclusive as possible in
satisfying the needs of persons with disabilities. This is a critical
element in ensuring that people with disabilities may benefit from
the various services. The statute also indicates that the factors to be
considered under this rule must be capable of being objectively
measured. This allows the public entity to be confident that it is
being objective in evaluating a provider for the service.
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This section provides three examples of the application of the
requirements of this section and Sec. 206.3 to a common situation:

where a train has a “mini-high” platform at one or more stops.
Section 206.3(a) notes that “mini-high” platforms exist at certain
stations. This term is intended to refer to the platforms built at
stations serving less than 5,000 passengers per day, which are

usually found on low-speed passenger rail lines and at some
intermediate-speed passenger rail lines. This refers to units between
“mini-high” and “full-high” platforms in terms of foot print. A full high
platform is a platform whose greater foot print is larger than that of

a normal-length platform and smaller than a double-wide platform. A
normal-length platform has the same foot print as a full-high

platform, but with a length no longer than 20 feet. A double-wide
platform has a length of at least 20 feet and a foot print that is

typically larger than a normal-length platform and smaller than a full-
high platform. When a station is served by a “mini-high” platform,
the rules of this section apply. A “mini-high” platform is defined in
this section as one with a maximum foot print that is no more than
18 inches wider and no more than 20 feet in length than a normal-
length platform. The “leg” of a mini-high platform has a foot print
that is no more than 8 inches wider and no more than 10 feet in

length than a normal-length platform. The “sill” or cross section of
the mini-high platform has a foot print that is no more than 6 inches
wider than the foot print of a normal-length platform. 5ec8ef588b
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