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employed in numerous

applications, both in the area of
foodstuffs and in the area of

coating materials and
pharmaceuticals. However, in

some of these applications there
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the complete desired benefits
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from the use of the gum, and in
particular an insufficient or sub-
standard viscosity. For instance,

for foodstuffs, gums, such as
guar gum, may be added to
improve the viscosity of a

foodstuff in order to impart or
improve the characteristics of
the product. Gums of this type

are of particular use as a
thickening agent, for example in

the production of chocolate,
confectionery and gum paste. In

addition, they are often
employed in combination with
other foodstuffs, which may be

liquid or semi-liquid, as a
thickening agent in the

production of sauces or fruit
juices. Gums used in foodstuffs

are relatively expensive
materials, which although still

represent a relatively low
proportion of the cost of the

foodstuff, may nevertheless have
a significant effect on the overall
cost of production. Therefore it is
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generally desirable that they are
employed in the foodstuffs as

efficiently as possible. For
instance, it is desirable that they

are present in minimum
quantities, but at the same time
that they do provide the desired
improvement in viscosity. It has

therefore been proposed to
prepare gum pre-concentrates

which require less than the usual
gum quantities and are soluble in

water to give satisfactory
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